10     AWAKENING OF A CONTINENT

ing officials was shown in their co-operation.
President Yuan Shih-kai received us and ex-
pressed deep interest in the meetings. The
Vice-President of the Kepublic, General Li
Yuan-Hung, gave us a special luncheon, and
requested us to address his family and guests.
We presented Christianity as the hope of China.
This sympathetic and cordial co-operation of
officials and students was in striking contrast
to their attitude to the Gospel during the bloody
persecution of 1900. The Ministry of the Interior,
at its own suggestion, granted us a site within
the Forbidden City itself for a pavilion in which
to hold the evangelistic meetings. This pavilion
was just in front of the Imperial Palace, where
to-day resides the little boy Emperor who
abdicated the Manchu throne, and where the
Dowager-Empress ruled with an iron hand,
guiding the Boxer uprising, it was said, to its
terrible conclusion. It is the first time in
history that Christian meetings have been allowed
within this sacred precinct. The pavilion for the
meetings was placed next to the sacred altar,
where the Emperor annually worshipped the
''Spirits of the Land." It seemed strangely
significant that near the spot where the Emperor
had prayed to an " unknown God " for fruitful
harvests for his people we should have the
priceless privilege of proclaiming God as Father